Effect of oral or intravenous pentoxifylline on ocular and optic nerve blood flow.
The effect of oral and intravenous pentoxifylline administration on ocular and optic nerve blood flow was studied in phakic rabbit eyes using a radioactive microsphere (85Sr) technique. Blood flow measurements were performed either 30 min after intravenous injection of 20 mg of pentoxifylline, or 2-3 h after oral administration of 20 mg of pentoxifylline. Blood flow measurements were determined for the iris, scraped ciliary processes, choroid, retina, and optic nerve. The only statistically significant difference noted was for blood flow in the optic nerve in the oral- versus intravenous-treated groups. Neither was significantly different from the control group.